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July 12018 marks ten years since the Family Responsibilities Commission (FRC)
was created,through a bipartisan partnership of Australian and Queensland
Governmenits to ra{apon‘the courngeous leaders zy‘Awmkm Hope Vale, Coenand
Mossman Gorge, and almost four years since Doomadgee also committed itselfto
membership in Auqust 2014.

The FRC (s 5/&()@&{4:7 hﬁht oftM structural r@‘orm/ needed to support Indiﬁmom
agency to ta/wwnd/mapoww It has bwoémfrmmdwmbuddé@ and,
emfowamzﬁ localam/%orbty to ruffwfﬁmdéa to take control zftha}r lives and
build their ﬁotw&.

Atthe heart zy‘t/w/ ERC ave the Local Commissioners who work so téreéasé/ and with great love to motivate and
support their peopl& to take ufva,mﬂwat/wér most ﬁmdamuutaé r&:pomébdé&téa to themselves and to their
The Local Commissioners supported by Commissioner Glasjowhave been resolute in their vision and,
determinaitionto Wowth& lives oft/w fmwéw: t/wy mﬁwn‘aﬂd/ serve. The same bépmkm:wort that led
to themb@fmmzftﬁ& ERC must now-be VWWWWW eﬁ‘wfto build onthe success oft/w
pmt ten VeArs.

The ongoing uncertainty over the WM&W éy Government zy‘t/w/ ERC isvery oéomfpommﬁ and must
end. The FRC WWféx ofclt: f/wrttm)/ea// %Wwwdowdzofﬁmd&ﬂﬁ mmtx&r&tyy&tlhavaéortcomato]‘
the conversaitions Imahaﬂéwifhéomfméﬁa t}foruffwfofz%a ERC and with local leaders Mké(/{ﬁ about how-
thg/ cmg&tt/wf ruffmfﬁ)r t/wérpwpi&.

Th&fowﬁw MLW; mb:tb&ﬁrm/y omthaﬁvtw&andm/cmﬁ the ERC W:ﬁonﬁmmmft%oﬁua
uahéoéwf[nd{quw: agency Mmotkor/}ty that it cmpos:é%/ be. This means b)/ Mwm}v,j/ thatthe FRC
mustbecome a permanent mtuj/ and that clear f/w'a/a)&g 73 WM to the grass roots collaboration between
the FRC and,Justice Groups, and extending the network of ERC support across Cape York and other reqions in
Queensland.

The ongoing lack of connection between Queenslands referrals and service delivery system and, the Australian
Governiments income support payments also needs to be addressed as a matter of utmost wrgency.

Conditional Income Management is atool that has been used to great %‘eott/wouﬁ/vth&mtfwr&ty oft/w ERC
as an instywment of support rather than punishiment. But the FRCS use of Conditional Income Management
has been constrained by the overall lack of tools that it has in its armonry to wmparomfnmdéa. Conditional
Income Management on its own will never be sufficlent to enconrage people to j&tthem/ﬁawts tha,tt/ug/ need,
to build their capabilities or oéliﬁa them to meet their most basic ob@a/téom.

The great :trmﬁt/v oft/w ERC is t/wagmg/ Wmthwbg/ oft/w Local Commissioners and the ERC support
structure and oorg@nmw system that t/wé/ lead, This is amost precious t/wzﬁ to be celebrated and rufporte&é.
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